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Leadership Message

What a year we just completed! Thanks to you, we raised 
the most money we have ever raised in our chapter’s 
history as well as granted 239 wishes which was 27 
more than the prior year! This brings the total number of 
wishes granted in the Mid-South to over 4,300. It is our 
hope and we know with your help that we will continue 
to grant every eligible child’s wish and be able to raise 
the additional funds to grant these wishes. 

Pictured to the left is wish kid John who recently 
learned his wish to go to the Walt Disney World® Resort 
was being granted. Disney is proud to be a long-time 
supporter of Make-A-Wish® and uses its magic to grant 
the wishes of children with life-threatening medical 
conditions. Over the past 30 years, Disney has supported 
our mission, contributing more than $9 million in cash 
and in-kind donations each year. With more than 7,000 
wishes nationally granted annually – including visits 
to the Disney Parks, Disney Cruises, meeting Disney 
Characters, attending sporting events and visiting TV 
and movie sets – Disney-themed wishes continue to 
be the most popular requests by the children we are 
privileged to serve. More than 48% of the wishes we 
granted in the Mid-South last year were Disney-themed.

Data provided to us by our national office shows that 
last year we granted wishes to just 48% of the eligible 

children in the Mid-South. As you know, we did not 
deny any eligible child their wish. Our goal is to increase 
that number and while we realize we won’t reach every 
eligible child, we can certainly do better than 48%. If you 
know of a child with a life-threatening medical condition, 
please share with them about our organization. The 
biggest misnomer is that we grant wishes to children 
who are terminally ill and that is NOT the case. Please 
help us clarify this misconception. Life-threatening at 
the time of referral does not mean terminal. 
We continue to thank you for giving of your time, 
talents and treasures for without you, we would not 
be able to grant the many wishes we do. Wishes to Go, 
to Be, to Have or to Meet – we have granted them all 
with your help!

Best Wishes,

Liz Nelson
President & CEO

Rick Leet
Board Chairman

Dear Friends of Make-A-Wish®,



Number of Wishes granted: 239

Average cost of a wish is: $7,300

Types of Wishes granted: I wish to have, I 

wish to go, I wish to be, I wish to meet

Most popular type of wish: I wish to go!

Number of volunteers: more than 350

Age of wish kids: 2 ½ to 18

How much families pay for wishes: $0

Wish Impact

Avery, 8
wilm’s tumor

I wish to go to the Aulani 
Resort in Hawaii

Volunteers say granting wishes gives them 
more faith in humanity, makes them more 
philanthropic, and instills in them greater 
optimism for the future.

A wish come true helps children feel stronger, 
more energetic, more willing and able to battle 
their life-threatening medical conditions. For 
many of them, it marks a turning point in 
their fight against their illnesses. For their 
doctors, nurses and other health professionals, 
the wish experience works in concert with 
medicine to make their patients feel better, 
emotionally and even physically.

Parents say the wish experience brought their 
families back together, gave their children new 
energy and resolve, and restored normalcy to 
their lives.� – 2011 Wish Impact Study



Celebrity,
16

Computer/Electronics, 17

Cruise, 9

I Wish to be…, 1

Other, 12

Playhouse/Pool, 6
Room Re-‐do, 9

Shopping 
Spree, 28

Travel, 141

Types of Wishes Granted

Central AR, 34
North Central AR, 10

Northeast AR, 23

Northwest AR, 26

South
AR, 19

West Central AR, 11

Memphis, 63

West TN, 25

East MS, 12

West MS, 9
Out of Territory, 7

Where the Wish Child Lives

Wishes at a Glance

Dalton, 9
Duchenne muscular dystrophy

I wish to go to Hawaii



 REVENUES, GAIN AND OTHER SUPPORT:	 2013	 2012
Public Support:
Contributions		  $2,962,102	 $2,673,917
Grants		  70,571	 90,274
   Total public support		  3,032,673	 2,764,191

Special Events:
Special events		  568,524	 531,295
Less direct benefit costs to donor		  (109,270)	 (100,330)
   Total special events		  459,254	 430,965
Investment income, net		  109,687	 60,207
Other income		  1,727	 750
Net assets released from restrictions	 -	 -
   Total revenues, gains and other support	 3,603,341	 3,256,113

 EXPENSES:	 		   
PROGRAM SERVICES:
Wish granting		  2,831,473	 2,340,843

SUPPORT SERVICES:
Fund raising		  400,103	 399,331
Management and general		  337,929	 284,209
   Total support services		  738,032	 683,540
   Total expenses		  3,569,505	 3,024,383
   Change in net assets		  33,836	 231,730

Net Assets, beginning of the year		  349,147	 117,417
Net Assets, end of the year		  $382,983	 $349,147

Make-A-Wish Foundation® of the Mid-South, Inc.
Statement of Activities - Years ending August 31

A copy of our audited financial statements for the years ended August 31, 2013 and 2012 is available upon request. 

Financials

Corporate
Giving, 16%

External Special 
Events, 10%

Foundations 
& Grants, 2%

Individual 
Giving, 23%

In-‐Kind 
Contributions, 19%

Special Events, 13%

Kids for 
Wish Kids, 7%

Other Income, 3%

Planned Giving, 7%

Sources of Revenue
Fund Raising, 11%

Management 
 & General, 10%

Program Services, 79%

Uses of Funds



Matthew, 6
ALL

I wish to have a shopping 
spree at Target

• �Health professionals who treat wish 
kids, including nurses and doctors, 
overwhelmingly believe that the wish 
experience can improve a wish kids’ 
physical health.

• �Most health professionals say a wish 
come true has the potential to be a 
positive turning point in the child’s battle 
for health.

• �Parents and volunteers observe that a 
wish come true makes kids feel stronger 
and more energetic.

• �Wish kids are more willing to comply with 
difficult, but vital, treatment regimens.

• �Parents and health professionals alike 
describe the wish experience as a 
frequent turning point in wish kids’ 
battles for health.

By the numbers – 
• A combined 89 percent of nurses, 
doctors, social workers and child life 
specialists surveyed say they believe that 
the wish experience can influence wish 
kids’ physical health.
• 74 percent of wish parents observed 
that the wish experience marked a turning 
point in their own children’s response to 
treatment.

Why a Wish?



Board Of Directors
Rick Leet, Board Chair

VITAC Corporation

Tom Bell
Retired, Accredo Health Incorporated

Bill Cahill
Retired, FedEx

Nick Cassella
IPS Corporation

Judy Gupton
Retired, University of Memphis

Greg Hinton
?????????????????

Bryan Hosto
Hosto & Buchan, PLLC

Joel Kimbrough
The Barnett Group

Jim Kunihiro
Sears Holding Corporation

Daphne Large
Data Facts, Inc.

Dave Loschinskey
8th Day Software

Lee McCallum, MD
MidSouth Family Medicine 

Michael McLaren
Black McLaren Jones Ryland and Griffee

Jason Parker
Triple Creek Farms

Paul Prather
Littler Mendelson, PC

Tish Towns
The Regional Medical Center

Jill Truitt
Baptist Medical Group

Tacee Walker, DO
UTMG & UT

The Regional Medical Center

Brooklyn, age 4
heart condition

I wish to go to the Walt Disney World® Resort




